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Better roads for Namibia? Road salt 
for New Jersey? 

These could be the products of a 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
twinning program for transportation 
technology transfer between individual 
states in the U.S.A. and countries in 
Africa. 

And, it could happen because two 
NJDOTers met in South Africa and one of 
them had a chance encounter there with 
someone from the FHWA. 

Jim Healy of the Office of Federal 
and International Transportation was in 
South Africa at a meeting of the 
Permanent International Association of 
Road Congresses. 


He later joined Vincent Nichnadowicz, 


Administrative Analyst II, who was in 
South Africa. Together they traveled to 
Namibia, formerly South-West Africa. 
Nichnadowicz later met FHWA’s 
Leslie Wright on the flight back to 
the United States and they discussed 
the possibility of the twinning program 
between New Jersey and the African 
nation. 
Healy said most of the Namibian 
roadways are gravel. A network of 40,000 
ni of roads and 1,400 miles of Failroads 
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‘Formerly called South- West AiG. 
| Namibia has less than two million | 
people, with an overall population density 
| of six persons per square mile. The only — | 
| city of significant size is Windhoek witha | 
| population of 170,000. 

| Black Africans — the Ovambo in the 

| north are the principal people — constitute | 
| about 86 percent of the population; whites 
_about 6.6 percent and mixed peoples about |} 
7. 4 percent. 
| Life expectancy is about 41 years. 
Pc include Bantu, Kavango, 

\ English, Afrikaans and German. 
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The theme of the 2002 Black History Month events 
at NJDOT and MVS, United We Stand, joins the national 


tributes to the 9/11 attacks. 


Derek Matling of the NJ Department of Higher 
Education will provide a lecture on Money and Debt 
Management at the February 8 Brown Bag lunch 
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provides transportation in the 340,000 
square-mile country. 

Namibia’s port, Walvis Bay, could 
be one of the most efficient in Africa, 
according to Healy. The Namibians are 
trying to connect it to the Transkalahari 
Highway to enable the transport of their 
major products — livestock, metals, 
diamonds and road salt — and goods 
from all parts of Africa to the port. 

Namibia has a major interest in 
partnering with a state with a major 
port, advanced roadways and aviation 
facilities and tourism and trade support, 
while New Jersey has an interest in 
developing a commercial connection. 

Following approvals by Federal 
Liaison Mike Silvestrov, the 
Commissioner and Governor, the 
twinning agreement was signed through 
the FHWA Office of International 
Programs in Washington, D.C. 

_ At the Africa Business Summit 

in Philadelphia and Camden last fall, 
the Commissioner and the Minister of 
Namibia officially agreed to the project. 

The twinning program can provide 
Namibia with the technical assistance to 


improve its transportation infrastructure, 


which will further improve its economy. 

NJDOT will exchange ideas and 
information on transportation policy, 
engineering and management on a 
regular basis. New Jersey will benefit 
from Namibia’s products and will gain 
a greater understanding of the African 
marketplace. 

“Technology transfer will give 
Namibians access to the best practices 
nationally and internationally, and also 
address certain local transportation 
needs,” said Healy. “We'll focus on 
roads first, then aviation, maritime and 
finally rail modes of transport.” 


Depie Federal Lisison Jim Healy was 
photographed at Cape Cross where the first 
Europeans arrived from Portugal to Namibia. 
The Cape is also home toa pre seal 
coony and : a wild bird sanctuary. 1 

3ackground: Road signs in Namibia advise 
motorists of a kudu crossing. The beautiful 
700-pound antelope is abundant in central 
and southern Africa, in rocky hill country 
and on brush-covered plains. 


“New Jersey will benefit from the 
exports, such as road salt, which 
the Namibians get from their coastal 
waters,’ said Nichnadowicz. 

“We're part of a vital national 
program,’ he said. “There are 
established relationships between 
Alabama DOT and Tanzania and 
between Nevada DOT and Zimbabwe. 
Louisiana DOT is exploring a 
relationship with Malawi and New 
Mexico DOT with Botswana.” 

Photos by Vincent Nichnadowicz 


Black History Month 2002 


discussion in NJDOT’s multi-purpose room at Headquarters. 
Participants in the two main events on February 15 at MVS 


and on February 22 at NJDOT include the Trenton High School 
Gospel Chorus, Ecumenical Dancers, FHWA’s Leslie Wright 
(see above article) vocal selections and poetry from NJDOT and 
MVS employees and inspirational speakers. 


Oils, watercolors, sculpting and 
quilting — Darden does it all! 

Construction Maintenance 
Technician 3 Alfredia Darden knew at 
an early age that she was artistically 
gifted. She drew constantly and 
attended Newark Arts and Science 
Institute after high school in the 1980s. 
Her artwork was displayed throughout 
East Orange schools during Christmas 
in the 1970s. 

Darden had earned a degree in 
computer science from Chubb Institute 
and had attended Rutgers Newark with 
an art minor. Although art was not 
her career goal, the road of life 
took a slight turn. Luckily, Darden 
worked at NJDOT’s North Region 
where she met Landscape Engineer 
William Schmidlin, who encouraged 
the East Orange native to reevaluate her 
goals. 

“Fredia was an excellent inspector,” 
said Schmidlin. “You can do anything, I 
told her. She’s so intelligent.” 

“He was always telling » 
me to get my priorities 
straight and do what was best 
for me and said ‘don’t look 
back.’ Bill and his wife are 
great,” said Darden. 

“After 13 years in 
Construction I finally threw in the 
towel and took a promotion from 
my job in North Region to Materials 
in the Trenton Complex. I accepted the 
promotion in 1999, and moved to Mt. 
Holly in 2000 to a house on an acre of 
land. I needed to be close to my job 


In a post-September 11 world, Alfredia Darden of the Bituminous Coring Department uses her 
talents to express the feelings of her co-workers and create a mural of this country’s flag. The 
completed art (see below), a visual representation of our freedom, is displayed in the Thiokol 


Complex at Headquarters. 


because the commute from North Jersey 
to Trenton was 140 miles round trip. I 
have a room devoted to my art projects. 
The problem is now I need more 
room and time.” 
Currently teaching adult 
» sculpting classes in polymer 
, clay floral fabrication at 
the Newark Museum, 
Darden’s projects give 
her little down time. 
She is an active 
member of the Nubian 
Heritage Quilters Guild in Montclair. 
“The guild is located in an historic 
house in Brookdale Park,” said Darden. 


PEOPLE the transportation connection, a history of NJDOT, including Motor 
Vehicle Services, was distributed to employees by Commissioner James Weinstein at 
the December holiday events. The book contains many employee photographs. 

You can get your copies at the reception desk in the Main and E&O Buildings 
in Ewing, the Administrative Support Office at MVS or from the Communications 


Office (609-530-4280). 


The following publications are also available in quantity to distribute at 


conferences and meetings: 


Fact Book 2001 contains information about NJDOT and all other agencies that 
provide transportation services in New Jersey. 

A Special Look at New Jersey’s Transportation System contains photographs to 
show how NJDOT strives to enhance the quality of our environment and add an 
aesthetic dimension to our designs as we provide safe and efficient transportation 


improvements. 


Context Sensitive Design is a colorful pamphlet that explains the Department’s 
community-based approach to planning transportation projects. 


“My challenge for this year is to create 
a quilt for 9/11 called ‘So little time — 
how do you use your time.’” 

Darden’s decorated the inside of 
her house with her crafts and planted 
the outside with favorite flowers when 
she landscaped the property. 

And what’s next for 2002? 

“T’ve really only got two goals for 
this year — to finally do a full exhibit 
of all of my crafts and also; to get into 
pottery,” said Darden. “But, that’s only 
after I prepare for a horse model show. 
As a former equestrian, horses are one 
of my favorite things. But now there’s 
Molly, my cocker spaniel. ” 


MVSers qualify to help parents with safety 


MVS Customer Services employees 
were certified as child passenger safety 
technicians, who give hands-on 
assistance to parents and caregivers 
at child safety seat clinics and 
checkpoints, school and day care 
demonstrations. 


Those who participated in the 
Automobile Association of America 
(AAA) program included Robert 
Bascou, Frank Buczkowski, Joseph 
Diodato, Joseph Diorio, Richard 
Ditmar, Daniel Foley, James 
Grandjean, Margaret Hoffman, 


Office Building. 
Girton recently coordinated a basic 
skills placement test for 22 employees 


Employees interested i in career 
LC planning and education should contact 
_ Nancy Girton, Career Counseling 

U ‘Specialist i in the Headquarters Main 


Flu shot program helps many 


Assistant Commissioner Kathleen 
M. Immordino thanks Anthony 
Pellegrino of the Office of Employee 
Safety and Diane Barretts of the Office 


of Employee Relations for their efforts 

in bringing the flu shot program to the 

Department in such a short time frame. 
“Because of their work, we were 


Weed chosen as member emeritus 


Supervising Statistical Engineer 


Board Member Emeritus to the 
Committee on Management of Quality 


| Richard M. Weed of the Quality 
Assurance in recognition of “the 


Assurance and Improvements Unit was 


‘Employess can plan for college, career 


interested in pursuing a college education 


Gerald Hrycyshyn, Jerry Jagger, 
Richard Majoros, Michael Moroney, 
Donato Murolo, Paul Peterson, Ed 
Quinn, Jim Scola, Anita Sinnerard, 
David Schwartz, Keith Sorenson, 
Robert Stucks, Bernie Triano and 
Wayne Warric. 


with Mercer County Community College. 
You can attend one of her 

informational sessions this spring or call 

her at 609-530-2736 for assistance. 


the only state agency this year to 
offer flu shots free of charge to 

any employee who requested them,” 
Immordino said. 


of individuals who have provided 
outstanding service through participation 
in our standing committees.” Weed’s term 


chosen as a Transportation Research significant and long-term contributions 


Central Region retirees do lunch 


Start the new year off right! Meet Central Region 
retirees the first Thursday of the month at 11:30 a.m. in 
the parking lot of Grey Stone Restaurant on Route 79 in 


Finnerty, Ribeca say thanks 


Project Supervisor James Finnerty of South Region’s 
Right of Way Division thanks everyone who donated leave 
time during his illness. 

“Tt was only because my friends and co-workers donated 
leave that I was able to avoid going out on disability .. . I 


the luncheons. 


began February 1. 


Freehold, directly across from the regional office. Then join them 
for lunch. Any NJDOT employee or retiree is welcome to attend 


want to express my sincere thanks. I owe a great deal to them for 
helping me during my time of crisis,” said Finnerty. 

Secretarial Assistant III Margaret Ribeca of the Bureau of 
Construction Engineering thanks everyone who “generously donated 
their time and support during my illness. God bless you all.” 


New arrivals 


Word Processing Specialist 3 
Connie Fisher of Structural Evaluation 
and her husband Dan welcomed 
Danielle Rose on November 20, 2001. 
Brian’s and Sharon’s sister weighed in 
at 6 pounds. 

Stephen Hammond, Specifications 
Writer, and his wife Meredith, 
Principal Engineer, welcomed their 
second child, Tiffany Kiena on 
December 21, 2001. Big brother Justin 
Milik’s sister weighed 8 pounds, 

9 ounces. 
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Three projects earn VE awards 


The Beaver Dam Bridge replacement in Ocean 
County, the cost effective proposal for Routes 1&9 
©¥ southbound improvements in Newark, and the 
development of a road user cost manual won awards 
during the biennial Value Engineering conference in 
San Diego, CA in July. Supervising Engineer 
Richard Jaffe of the Value Engineering Unit 
accepted one of three awards from the American Association 
of State Highway and Transportation Officials. 


Citizen hails Sawicki for honesty 


Crew Supervisor, Electrical Richard Sawicki of Central Region received a 
glowing commendation from a New Jersey citizen when he recovered and returned 
her cell phone. Terese Allen described him as “. . . an asset to the NJDOT and to 
the United States.” 


Maritime makes brownfields work 


The thousands of shoppers at the 200-store Jersey Gardens Mall in the Elizabeth 
Metro Center can thank the Maritime Resources Offices (MRO), and the OENJ 
Cherokee Corporation for their parking spaces. 

They’ll park atop an area reclaimed through the efforts of the public/private team 
that created the redevelopment of a brownfield. 

“It’s the first time in New Jersey that dredged material, mixed with Portland 
cement has been used to cap a brown field,” said Scott Douglas, MRO Program 
Manager. “More than 600,000 cubic yards of dredged material were used in the mix. 
Then it was covered with macadam.” 

The OENJ Cherokee Corporation listed NIDOT among those organizations who 
worked to reclaim land at the Brownfield 2001 Conference in Chicago last fall. 


Jaffe 


Guerieri: named for leadership | 


The Christine Todd Whitman Active in numerous meando | 
Excellence in Public Service Series — such as the Mercer County Sunshine 
members recently selected NDOT —_ Foundation, Guerieri joins the r more — 
Senior Buyer Shirley A. Guerieri 
for leadership training in the series, 
which identifies and encourages 
outstanding New Jersey women to 
enter public life. 


participated in this program. The _ 
national program originally started 
in Indiana in 1990; the New Jersey — 
series began in 1998. 


FHWA recognizes 


effectiveness 


The Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) recognized 
effectiveness in ceremonies this past 
fall. 

Those who received the award to 
recognize exemplary effectiveness while 
working with the FHWA included 
Manager Harry Capers of Structural 
Engineering, Supervising Engineer 
Charlie Goessel of Surface Design, 
Supervising Engineer Richard Jaffe 
of Value Engineering, Project Manager 
Ron Jones of Access Design and 
Assistant Commissioner Rod 
Roberson. The ceremonies were held at 
NJDOT Headquarters in October. 


Manager Harry Capers of Structural 
Engineering accepts the Dave Powell 
Excellence Award from Federal Highway 
Division Administrator Dennis L. Merida. 


than 300 women nationally who have 


Police praise 
Crew 324, Wall 


Captain Mark Steets of Spring Lake 
Heights Police Department has praise 
and gratitude for the quick response of 
Crew 324, Wall Township Maintenance 
to a serious motor vehicle crash at the 
intersection of State Highway 71 and 
Brighton Avenue on December 3. 

“When our patrols arrived at the crash 
site, we found that a crew was on 
the scene assisting the injured, directing 
traffic and cleaning State Highway 71 of 
debris from the crash,” Steets said. 

“The point was to get the vehicle and 
the injured off the main road and to make 
the victim comfortable while we called for 
police and an ambulance,” said Assistant 
Crew Supervisor Kevin Hoppey. 

Crew members Joe Clavin, Landscape 
Technician, Robert Decker and Lucien 
Raisin, Truck Drivers Single Axle, stayed 
on the scene until the accident was 
cleared. 


A Special Look 
wins 2001 award 


A Special Look at New Jersey’s 
Transportation System was selected as the 
2001 Document of the Year by the state 
depository librarians. The publication is a 
combined effort of the Communications 
Office, the Bureau of Environmental 
Services and the Landscape and Urban 
Design unit. 

The award was presented to Chief 
of Staff Laurie Gutshaw and 
Communications Manager Camille 
Sinclair at a Rutgers University ceremony. 


As holiday festivities ended 2001, some NJDOT challenges carried into 2002 and 
pas Some examples are: 


sharing research expertise 


To prepare for future projects, the Division of Research and Technology (Planning, 
Research and Local Government Services) held its third annual Research Showcase 
and a Research Peer Exchange. 

“The theme of the Showcase which drew more than 200 participants at Princeton 
University was intermodalism and goods movement,” said William Hoffman, 
Director of the Division. “It demonstrated the broad spectrum of transportation 
research topics with which NJDOT is involved. 

“The Showcase also brings together transportation professionals and 
representatives from research institutions, academia and local, state and federal 
government to address and find research and technology solutions to the challenges 
that face our transportation system in New Jersey.” 

The purpose of the federally mandated Research Peer Exchange is to share 
information between the NJDOT Research Bureau and representatives from other state 
agencies, such as New York DOT, PENN DOT and DEL DOT. 
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Faced with a wetlands mitigation required for the Route 183 reconstruction 
project in Stanhope, NJDOT needed help to create two acres of wetlands next to the 
school to serve as an “outdoor classroom” for students in years to come. 

“We contacted Parks and Forestry in the Department of Environmental 
Protection for support and guidance in how to build signs for the outdoor classroom, 
the wood chip nature trail and the bird observation area that would loop around 
the entire site,” said project coordinator Ken Conrow, Principal Environmental 
Specialist. DEP and the school’s Environmental Club liked the idea. It’s called 
Project Learning Tree.” 
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ing traffic at intersection 
NJDOT broke ground for reconstruction of the Routes 1 and 130 interchange 
in December to keep traffic moving for the more than 130,000 motorists who 
travel through the North Brunswick area daily. 

At the site of the former circle and intersection NJDOT will construct a 
flyover that directly connects Routes 1 and 130 south with an engineering first 
— a Single point urban interchange that allows for separation of local and 
expressway traffic. 
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downed DeMaio’s Restaurant and responded to the major incident and 
ering in Morris County. It was coordinated the dispatch and assignment 
essary to close Route 10 in both of resources needed to remediate the 
rections and all ramps to and from scene and restore normal traffic patterns. 


]-287. In this case, the IMRT members provided 
NJDOT’s proactive Incident safety and diversion routing around the 
Management Response Team (IMRT) fire all day. 


An aerial view shows DeMaio’s Restaurant 
and Catering as it burned out of control at the 
interchange of I-287 and Route 10 in Hanover 
Township, Morris County on Memorial Day 
2001. 


The Hanover Township Board of 
Fire Commissioners recently presented 
the members of Region North’s Crew 
227 and Crew 220/225 with a plaque 


“Commending their Bravery, Devotion ae Z — 2 
D d Extraordinary Invaluable : Cy ee, 
to uty a : ary, : Crew 227 members commended for their response to and assistance at the fire scene YT ave, 
Service in Helping to Extinguish the are Bill Miranda, Il Pyong Chun, Bill Stevens, Chris Chestnut and Dan Hendershot. 
Destructive Fire.” Not pictured are Crew 220/225 members Walt Lynch, Tom Merchak, Brian Geimer, 


On Memorial Day 2001, a raging Ken Keyworth and Kathy Lynch. 


